Help Mount Alexander communities recover from bushfire.
The Castlemaine Community House, Harcourt Valley Community House, Harcourt Progress
Association, Castlemaine Community Investment Co-operative, Castlemaine Lions Club, local
Landcare groups, Connecting Country and others are coordinating this volunteer and equipment
register to help longer-term bushfire recovery, including in the Harcourt Valley.
People or organisations/groups can register their skills, time and useful equipment. These could
be used in activities including clean up, workshops on insurance claims, fencing,
repairs, re-vegetation, technology, rebuilding, or fundraising.
This is a volunteer matching service, not an emergency response. Immediate response needs
(food, shelter, clothing, agistment, etc) will be dealt with through Mount Alexander Shire
Council's Recovery Centre in the Town Hall open every day until further notice 11am-5pm.
Housing assistance and showers:
Thanks for all your emails and phone calls offering supports and accommodation.The Council
Recovery-Hub is open every day until further notice 11am-5pm. Amongst other agencies, the
Dhelkaya Health housing team is there and is offering support and is developing a register of
offers of accommodation and those that need it and support the matching of the two. This week
you can also contact Courtney Stephens of the housing team on
cstephens@castlemainehealth.org.au this contact will be updated for next week.
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WORSHIP TIMETABLE CONTACT DETAILS
Saturday Parish Priest
Reconciliation Castlemaine 5.30pm Fr Aurelio Fragapane
Vigil Mass: Castlemaine 6.00pm Phone: 0432797844
Rosary is prayed before Mass St Mary’s
Sunday Primary School
Reconciliation: Maldon 8.15am Principal: Anushka Vaz
Mass: Maldon 8.30am Phone: (03) 5472 2270
Mass: Castlemaine 10.30am .
Parish Secretary
Tuesday: Castlemaine
5 Eva Jansen

Adoration 5.00pm

10 am to 4pm - Tuesday to Thursday
Mass &-00pm Phone: (03) 5472 1900/0413940216
Wednesday Castlemaine . one: ( )_
Adoration 8.00am Baptisms, Marriages .
Mass 9.15am Pastoral Care of the Sick
Rosary after Mass For details regarding the celebration of
Thursday Maldon the§e sac.raments, please contact the
Adoration 10.00am Fta.rls'h Priest.
Rosary 10.30am St Brigid’s Hall
Mass: 11.00am Bookings for St. Brigid’s Hall through
Friday Castlemaine Elaine Lacey on:- 0448 009 945.
Mass: 9.15am St Mary’s Hall
Followed by Rosary & Adoration Bookings for St. Mary’s Hall through
Second Sunday of the Month Parish Office on: 5472 1900
Mass: Newstead 6.00pm
Fourth Sunday of the Month
Mass: Sandon 6.00pm

Third Sun in Ordinary Time—25 th Jan 2026

Second Sun in Ordinary Time—18 th Jan 2026
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 NRTEO
1 Corinthians 1:1-3
John 1:29-34

Isaiah 8:23-9:3
1 Corinthians 1:10-13,17
Matthew 4:12-23

Responsorial Psalm
Here | am Lord; | come to do your will.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. He enabled those who
accepted him to become the children of God.

Alleluia!

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...'
49:5
God have given each of us different gifts. In order for God’s plan to work, you have
to do what God is calling you to do, and | have to do what God is calling me to
do. And guess what? God has given each of us a different plan! So, stop comparing
yourself to others. Don’t let envy and jealousy enter your life. Be thankful for the
gifts God has given you and become the saint that God is calling you to be.

)

Isaiah

NOTE: MASS TIMES - JANUARY 2026

There will be NO MASS on Tuesday 20th of January and Friday 23rd January as well as
Friday 30th January..

The Catholic Parish of Castlemaine is committed to the safety, wellbeing and
dignity of all children and the vulnerable.




R.C.I1.A Program
There is an opportunity for those who would like to deepen their faith to come and support

two adults who are discerning to join the Catholic Church from the Anglican Church on Every
Tuesday evening from 7pm-830pm from the 3rd of February 2026 - 10th of March 2026. It
will be a good opportunity to share your faith and for others to get to know you.

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is

the Catholic Church's process for welcoming adults (and older children) into full communion,
involving learning faith, spiritual formation, and receiving Sacraments

(Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist) at the Easter Vigil, guided by a parish community over
several stages of inquiry, learning, and reflection

What it is:

. A Journey: More than a course, it's a gradual, personal journey of faith formation and
spiritual growth.

. For Everyone: Open to the unbaptized, baptized Christians from other faiths, and

even Catholics wanting a deeper understanding.
Process (Stages):

1. Pre-catechumenate (Inquiry): Exploring the faith with no pressure.

2. Catechumenate: Deeper learning of Church teachings, history, and traditions, leading
to the Rite of Acceptance.

3. Purification & Enlightenment: Intense spiritual reflection, leading to the Easter Sacra-
ments.

4, Mystagogy: Post-initiation reflection and integration into parish life.

If you are interested or know anyone who might be please email :

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES
17th and 18th January 2026
6.00pm Saturday—Castlemaine
Reader: David Brennand
Ext Min Com: Bernadette
Sacristan:

8.30am Sunday - Maldon - St Brigid’s
Reader: Geoff McLennan

10.30am Sunday—Castlemaine
Reader: Victor

Ext Min Com: Julie

Sacristan: Christine

PARISH DIARY

Tuesday 20th January
No Mass

Wednesday 21st January
8.00am Adoration—St Mary’s
9.15am Mass

Thursday 22nd January 2026
10.00am Adoration and Rosary— Maldon
1lam Mass - St Brigid’s Maldon
] Friday 23rd January 2026
No Mass

Monthly— Working Bee—St Mary’s Castlemaine

Aurelio .Fragapane@cam.or.au or ring/text 0432797844
35'{ g The Working Bee will begin again in February 2026—on Saturday
—14th February 2026.

_,cifﬁ All Parishioners are asked to kindly donate an hour or two of their time

to help maintain the gardens and buildings of the Parish as
required. We will start at 10.30 am. Please bring any tools and
protective gear you may need. A Barbeque lunch will be provided in
the Presbytery garden.

Ministers for Next Week
24th and 25th January 2026
6.00pm Saturday—Castlemaine

Reader: Liz

Ext Min Com: Marie
Sacristan: Liz

10.30am Sunday—Castlemaine
Reader: Jenny

Ext Min Com: Victor

Sacristan: Betty

Saints of the Week
17th—St Anthony
20th—Sts Fabian, Pope; Sebastian
22nd—St Vincent
24th—St Francis de Sales

Statue of Our Lady of Fatima
If you would like to have our Lady of Fatima
in your home for two weeks, please contact
Sebastian on 0439 847 894.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
Please remember to leave your
donation for SVDP in the basket
provided in the church. Thank you and
God Bless!

Linen Roster

January: Trish Bowles

LEGION OF MARY—2026
The Legion of Mary will begin meeting again at 4.15pm in the Buckley room on Tuesday 3rd

February 2026. New Members are most welcome!

Monthly Rosary—St Mary’s Castlemaine

3 The Rosary will be said every First Saturday of the Month in the Grotto

® at St Mary’s, at 10am. Please join us in prayer for peace in the world and our
Y community. All Welcome!

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Recent Deaths: Pat Lyons, Brenton Hartman
Anniversary: FOR?}»(I)TTE’I:I
Let us pray for all those who are sick and suffering serious illness, and for Forever
their families and loved ones who care for them. WMU{

Always

ONLINE GIVING
To contribute to our Thanksgiving by Direct
Debit, our Catholic Development Fund
account details are as follows:
CHURCH
BSB 083-347
Account No. 636 421 759
Acc. Name Castlemaine Parish
Church Account

PRESBYTERY

BSB 083-347

Account No. 635910 163

Acc. Name Castlemaine Parish
Presbytery Account

THANKSGIVING
Thank you for your generous Offerings and
every blessing for your Contribution.
Please put your surname and number on the
envelope as a reference. This will help us keep our
records up to date! Many Thanks.

Presbytery:

1st Collection: Priest Living expenses, Priests
retirement Fund, Priest Training and stipend.

25th Dec—$2320.00
5th Jan— $1100.00
Parish:

2nd Collection: Upkeep &Maintenance of Parish

Prop, Staff Salaries, Parish Utilities, Priest motor
vehicle expenses. General Expenses

28th Dec—$733.00
11th Jan $758.00

25th Dec—$1182.00
5th Jan— $730.00

28th Dec—$697.00
11th Jan— $851.00




